
Louisiana Good Samaritan Act 

LSA-R.S. 37:1731.  

Gratuitous service at scene of emergency; limitation on liability  

A. No physician or surgeon licensed under the provisions of Chapter 15 of 

this Title, or nurses licensed under the provisions of Chapter 11 of this Title 
who in good faith gratuitously renders emergency care or services at the 

scene of an emergency, except in a public or private hospital of this state, to 
a person or persons in need thereof shall be liable for any civil damages as a 

result of any act or omission by such person in rendering the care or 

services or as a result of any act or failure to act to provide or arrange for 
further medical treatment or care for the person involved in the said 

emergency.  

B. Any physician, surgeon, or member of the medical profession who is not 
licensed to practice medicine in Louisiana but who holds a valid license to 

practice medicine in any other state of the United States who gratuitously 
renders care or services at the scene of an emergency as herein provided 

shall not be charged with violation of the Louisiana Medical Practice Act.  

C. No veterinarian licensed under the provisions of Chapter 18 of this Title, 

who in good faith gratuitously renders emergency care or services or 
assistance at the scene of an emergency to an animal or animals in need 

thereof, shall be liable for any civil damages as a result of any act or 
omission by such person in rendering the care or services or assistance, or 

as a result of any act or failure to act to provide or arrange for further 
veterinary medical treatment or care for the animal involved in the said 

emergency.  

D. No dentist licensed under the provisions of Chapter 9 of this Title, who in 

good faith gratuitously renders emergency care or services at the scene of 
an emergency, except in a licensed dentist office or public or private 

hospital, to a person or persons in need thereof shall be liable for any civil 
damages as a result of any act or omission by such person in rendering the 

care or services or as a result of any act or failure to act to provide or 
arrange for further dental care or treatment or care for the person involved 

in the emergency.  

E. (1) No emergency medical technician who in good faith gratuitously 

renders emergency care or services at the scene of an emergency to a 
person or persons in need thereof shall be liable for any civil damages as a 

result of any act or omission in rendering the care or services or as a result 



of any act or failure to act to provide or arrange for further medical 

treatment or care for the person involved in the emergency. (2) For 
purposes of this Section, "emergency medical technician" means a certified 

first responder as defined in R.S. 40:1231(10) and a certified emergency 
medical technician as defined in R.S. 40:1231(3), (4), or (5).  
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